
Explore the viola chamber music of Peter Dayton! Hailed 
as a composer with "a refined sense of melodic arcs and 
harmonic motion" (Baltimore Sun), Baltimore-based 
composed Peter Dayton has been composing rewarding, 
dynamic music for string instruments for over a decade, 
with more than an hour of chamber music featuring the 
viola. "Dayton's compositional range is impressive; his 
emotional, personal touch remains consistent" 
(American Record Guide). Most popular has been one of 
his earliest works, the 2009 short Fantasy for viola and 
piano (4’30”), which has been championed by violist 
Christopher Lowry and featured on his debut album 
Milestones: New Music for Viola from the Third Millennium (Centaur Records, 2021). The work 
also appears on Dayton’s debut album of chamber music Notes to Loved Ones (Navona Records, 
2018), performed by Yang Guo and was published in New Music Shelf’s Anthology of New 

Music: Viola, Vol. 1 (edited by 
Michael Hall). This piece has 
become the first in a series of 
variations on and 
transformations of the same 
musical material, with Recurring 
Dream: Second Fantasy (8’) for 
viola and piano composed in 
2019 and the newly-composed 
Beyond the Last Thought: Third 
Fantasy (7’) for viola and piano 
completed in the fall of 2021. 

Recurring Dream, composed for the Intimacy of Creativity 
conference in Hong Kong was premiered by violist Roberto Díaz (current president and CEO of 
the Curtis Institute of Music) and world-famous composer Bright Sheng. 
 
In addition to the pieces in this series, Dayton also has 
an ambitious five-movement Sonata (20’) for viola and 
piano, a consortium-commission of 5 violists 
completed in 2018. A work of wide stylistic variety, 
Washington state-based co-commissioner Casey 
Mullin commented after premiering the work "This 
experience will live with me for a very long time, and it 
is no exaggeration (though perhaps partly influenced 
by post-concert afterglow) to say that this is a new 
high watermark in my musical life." 
 
Beyond the viola and piano duo, Dayton has a challenging set of 2 Pieces (10’) for solo viola, 
which explore contrasts of the instrument’s high-range lyricism with intense rhythmic 



concentration, a duo Sonatina (5’) for viola and cello, an immense, somber song cycle, Lost 
Daughter: Songs on the Myth of Persephone (29’) for soprano, viola, flute, and harp, as well as 
over 50 minutes of music for string quartets. These chamber works include challenging and 
intricate entries like the Morceaux des Noces (22’30”) and Variations (12’) (both recorded on 
Notes to Loved Ones) and more accessible pieces like Trifle (5’) and Processional (4’30”). 
 
The collaborations that have shaped and directed Dayton’s compositional career have instilled 
a love for the viola, and an enthusiasm for bringing new sounds to an instrument whose canon 
still has enough generosity for new entries.  


